Mesozoic Rattery Application 2025
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mesozoic Rattery Application Form

Thank you for your interest in owning rats bred at Mesozoic Rattery, please note that before filling in this form I only breed dwarf rats. The consensus is that dwarves are friendly, active, and quite healthy. Some studies say they live 20-40% longer than standard rats and are less likely to be affected by quality-of-life inhibiting conditions such as mammary lumps.

They typically weigh between 100 and 150g, for this reason alone I am not comfortable homing these to anybody who intends to keep them with standard rats. They also require a higher protein diet, so I feed a rat ration mix with added mealworms and other high-protein additions. I do not advise these for first-time homes, or homes intended for these as children's pets - they are fast and aren’t very cuddly in my experience, they prefer to be on the go exploring and climbing.

My dwarves are currently in Black (Top Ear & Dumbo) and Topaz (Top Ear) only. Topaz rats can have clotting issues due to their RED gene - another reason I recommend not housing them with standard rats.

	Full Name:
	

	Age:
	[I cannot home to under 18s]

	E-mail Address:
	[This is how I will contact you, please make sure it is correct!]

	Home Address:
	[Just house number & post code is fine]

	Bucks or Does:
	

	How Many?
	[I only home pairs or trios.]

	Variety Preference?
	

	Do you want to show?
	



Now onto the questions, please answer them as honestly as you can - this is not a test, there is no right or wrong, this is just a way for me to get a feel for you as a prospective owner of my rats.

Have you owned rats before?
	




Who will be the rat's main carer?
	







Do you currently own any rats? Tell me about them!
	



Do you have any other pets currently?
	



What cage do you own/are looking to purchase? Feel free to include a photograph!
	



What food are you feeding/looking to feed?
	



What substrate are you using/looking to use?
	




Would you consider taking on retired breeding animals or rats returned to me by people unable to care for them anymore?
	






Are you aware that getting rats won’t be instantaneous? It takes three weeks for the pregnancy, then ten weeks before the rats are ready to be homed.
	




Are you on any other waiting lists?
	




Do you have a vet that is knowledgeable about rats? Please share which practice. 
Whilst dwarves are believed to be healthier, most vets will have never seen them and it may impact their care if you go to a vet who isn’t knowledgeable about rats!
	




Who will look after your rats if you go on holiday?
I do offer boarding, but it fills up fast!
	



By getting rats from me, do you acknowledge that you must provide updates on their growth and development, alongside any issues? 
This includes health, temperament and behavioural updates - your feedback will be crucial, if you cannot commit to updating every 3-6 months please do not apply.
	





Are you able to travel to my home in Morley, West Yorkshire to collect kittens? 
I am unable to deliver due to not being able to drive due to disability, I will not meet at bus or train stations as it is too stressful for the kittens.
	



Thank you for completing this application, please ensure you read the following, as by submitting this application you agree to the following.

You must remain communicative if you are chosen for kittens - ignoring my messages or not replying will mean you are skipped over and removed from the waiting list.

You agree that if you can no longer care for your rats for any reason, you will return them to me as soon as possible. There will be no judgment, but all rats bred by me must return to the Rattery instead of going to another home, as I must keep in contact while I build this line!

You agree that these rats may not be bred without my express written permission. This is because most of the rats adopted out are not of breeding quality.

When collecting your kittens, please bring an appropriate carrier. I recommend a Ferplast Aladino Medium or Large. Make sure to include a suitable substrate, a chunk of cucumber/apple or a small water bottle for the journey. I will turn you away and find an alternative home for your rats if you show up with an inappropriate carrier or cardboard box.

You will receive a homing pack alongside your kittens. This pack typically includes 500g of the food they’re currently eating, a couple of high-protein meals, a toy from Ratatat Toys & Things, and some treats!

Please send this form back via e-mail to contact@mesozoicrattery.co.uk. I am to respond as quickly as possible, however, due to my disability there may be a delay.

Mesozoic Rattery
Michelle Bartlam

